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PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 


NEWS TO EXPAND 
AND BE MONTHLY 


More of what you 
fancy, cheaper subs, 
big savings on ads 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS will be 
expanded to about twice its present 
size and will become a monthly pub¬ 
lication starting with its next issue. 

As a monthly, the News will con¬ 
tinue to carry the features readers 
enjoy most, and a great deal more. 

The change has been planned af¬ 
ter a detailed survey of the first six 
months of the News's publication, 
highlights of the study were: 

- The News has had a rema r-ole 
welcome on the Island, It goes into 
virtually every family home each 
week, and has been bought by al¬ 
most every tourist couple visiting 
Norfolk. Although the paper was 
expected to operate at a loss for up 
to a year, it has actually showed a 
modest profit every issue from the 
start. 

- Not all readers like all aspects 

of the News. The most popular items 
have been articles going into some 
depth on important Norfolk subjects; 
verbatim interviews with people of 

interest; and features such as Butch's 

* 

(turn to page 3, please) 
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A DELIGHTED CROWD OF OVER 
1350 ISLANDERS AND VISITORS 
ENJOYED THE BEST NEW YEAR’S 
RACE MEETING EVER. WITH AS 
NICE A DAY AS ANYONE EVER 
SAW. HERE ALLAN DYER TRIES 
TO CONVINCE PEOPLE THEY 
OUGHT TO BE IN THE RAFFLE. 





APMiroSfFATOR 
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STOP ORDER ISSUED 


A STOP-WORK order has been 
issued by the Administrator to halt 
improvements being made to a block 
of four shops in Taylor's Rd. 

Following a report by the building 
inspector that the shops appeared to 
be undergoing a conversion for use^as 
tourist flats, the Admin investigated, 
and Legal Advisor David Rumpitt was 
told to draw up the order, which was 
delivered to owner Rex Barrett on 
Thursday. 

The investigation showed that sound¬ 
proof partitions had been built between 
the shop spaces, and toilets,, showers, 
sinks and wardrobes were being put in. 


The back walls of the shops had been 
fitted with large windows, giving a 
view of the valley behind. 

"My first aim was to upgrade the 
. building, " Rex told the News Friday. 
"Ideally I'd like to keep them as 
(turn to page 6 please) 


j IT COSTS $1,000 
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Don’t Miss: 


I 


INTERVIEWS, STORIES AND QUOTES 
INSIDE ABOUT HOW NORFOLK ISLANDERS 
THINK 1976 WILL TURN OUT. 


ANOTHER $U 000 FINE was decided 
on by the Court of Petty Sessions last 
Tuesday as.the punishment for possess¬ 
ing cannabis. 

The offender was a young man 
whose family lives on the Island. 

The court also issued 13 convictions 
for speeding, most of the charged 
drivers being teenagers. While most 
received fines of $20, previous offen¬ 
ders were hit harder, several being 
fined $50. Two had their licenses 
taken away, one for three months and 
the other for fifteen months. 

























means fabulous music 




Names that know 
the sound approach 
to quality 

dfipiONEER 

AKAI 

^ KENWOOD 




The Professionals in sound equipment 


Visit our Sound Lounge and blow your mind 









Norfolk Rotary elects new officers for 1976 


NEW OFFICERS of the Rotary Club 
have been elected,, to take office July 
1st. 

The long lead time has been recom¬ 
mended by Rotary International to im¬ 
prove continuity from year to year. 

The incoming president will be 
Gary Robertson; vice president, Bruce 
Walker; secretary, Hugh Lambie; 
treasurer, Bill Lackey; and directors, 
Gordon Maskell-Smith, Graham Wool- 
ley, Ross Wiltshier and current presi¬ 
dent Geoff Bennett. 

One of the highlights of the club's 
forthcoming activities will be a func¬ 
tion, probably in mid-February* to 


hand over funds raised in the Village 
Fair, the Quintals' Flight-a-thon, 
and other enterprising functions late 
in 1975. Money is still coming in 
from some of these. 


Musew chainan 

DAVID BUFFETT has been elected 
chairman of the interim Museum Trust 
set up by former Administrator E. T. 
Pickerd to establish a Norfolk Island 
Museum, 

He replaces Wilfred Randall, chair¬ 
man since the interim trust was form¬ 
ed last year, who remains a trustee. 


A bigger News, more of what you want ££%? 


cartoons. Foxy McCoy’s Sketchbook, 
Norfolk Living and "dars Norfolk". 

The "Letter From Home", in which 
; "Twid" writes about chatty events 
on the Island, is widely followed. 

Such features and articles will be 
continued and expanded in die mon¬ 
thly News. 

- Readers have been less interes¬ 
ted in the weekly "news" stories. 
Several people commented' that 

1 "everybody on Norfolk knows what 
has happened long before the paper 
gets out. " In future the News will 
carry a section rounding up the "news" 
events of the previous month but 
won't present them as hot news -- 
simply as a record, so people can be 
sure they haven't missed anything. 

In its new form the News will cost ' 
500 a month, as compared with 600 
for four issues of the weekly. 

The plan to expand the News and ^ 
issue it monthly is intended j give 
readers more of what they want. 

It is also intended to solve two im¬ 
portant problems that have devel¬ 
oped in the past several months. 

These problems are -- 

- A near-doubling of postage rates 
has made a weekly publication too 

Arts Council to 
choose program 

THE ARTS COUNCIL will select 
a program of visiting artists for 1976 
at its Committee meeting this week. 

They will be chosen from lists made 
available by the Arts Council of 
N. S. W., and are expected to be an¬ 
nounced at the Council's annual meet¬ 
ing late this month. 

This week's meeting will also re¬ 
view 1975 activities and final finan¬ 
cial figures for the year. 


expensive for overseas readers to sub¬ 

scribe to. The increaseput a* year's 
subscription to the News up to $19, 
which is too much for most poten¬ 
tial subscribers. 

- With an economic squeeze in Aus- ' 
tralia and New Zealand, and costs on 
the Island increasing, Norfolk business 
people have been looking at their 
monthly budgets closer th^n ever -- 
and the cost of an advertising pro¬ 
gram is an important budget item. 

By changing to monthly publication 
the News will be able to -- 
Allow people overseas to keep in 
touch with Norfolk for a reason able 
cost -- $11 a year to have the mon¬ 
thly News mailed to Australia, 

Give advertisers an attractive well- 
planned publication in which a regu¬ 
lar advertising program Will cost 
much less than any alternative now 
open to them. 

reach tourists 

To reach all tourists through the 
month, it is necessary for an adver¬ 
tiser now to have his message appear 
in every weekly issue of the News, or 
the Islander, or to alternate the two. 

A one-page advertisement in the 
n£w monthly News will reach almost 
every resident, and almost every 
tourist couple right through the month, 
for 60 °Ic less than the cost of a regu¬ 
lar page in die weekly News, and 
at least 30°/c less than the cost of a 
regular page in the Islander. 

Advertising rates in the monthly 
News will scale down to $7.50 for 
a minimum ad. in the Tourist Lift- 
out section -- or an average cost of 
$1.73 a week, as compared with $4 
at present. 

The first issue of the expanded 
monthly News is expected to go on 
sale on February 20th. 
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at The Garrison Restaurant - phone 2073 


















Port de France (V55) has sailed and is expected on Wednesday 
with 440 tonnes for discharge including gas and 700 mail bags. 


NEXT SAILING FROM SYDNEY 

lie de Lumlere (V10) 

Cargo bookings are now being 
received for this voyage. 
Loading should commence 
on January 20th. 

lie de Lumlere (VII) 

due depart Sydney 26 Feb. 
due arrive Norfolk 3 March 


NEXT SAILING FROM NEW ZEALAND 

Port de France (V56 North) 
Cargo bookings are now being 
received for this sailing 
from Qnehunga. Loading should 
commence on January 24th. 

(due depart Onehunga 27 Jan.) 
(due arrive Norfolk 30 Jan.) 

lie de Lumiere (VII North) 
due depart Onehunga 16 Feb. 
due arrive Norfolk 19 Feb. 


BACK CARGO TO SYDNEY 

lie de Lumiere (V9) is 
expected to return from 
Noumea Jan. 17 to discharge 
overcarried cargo from New 
Zealand. She will then 
proceed direct to Sydney. 
Back cargo bookings to 
Sydney should be confirmed 
by Friday 16 January. 


CRUISE NEWS _ 

Following discharge at Norfolk 
on January 31st, the lie de 
Lumiere will sail to Noumea... 
Port Vila...Whangarei N.Z.... 
Onehunga — and return to 
Norfolk on February 19th. 

12 days at sea and 8 days in 
N.Z. — an ideal holiday for 
those who could do with a break. 


CCC’s AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.L) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES 'SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL2018 


IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC's agents 
In Auckland: Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 76509 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents in 
Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 













SMOOTH TRANSFER PUNNED AS THE WORKS DEPARTMENT 
PREPARES TO FAREWELL THE OLD MILITARY BARRACKS 


THE ELECTRICITY and Electrical 
section of the Works Department will 
be first to move into the Island’s new 
Works Depot. 

Residents who have been waiting 
to have a telephone connected will be 
interested to know the only thing hold¬ 
ing up the section’s move is that they 
haven’t been able to get the phone on 
yet. 

But as soon as it’s connected, Barry 
Silburn, Puss Anderson, David Sanders, 
George Graham and Ricky Quintal 
will shift their headquarters from Kings¬ 
ton into the New Cascade Rd. depot, 
and the big move for the whole depart¬ 
ment will be underway. 

Some work remains to be done, and 
the new Works Department hopes to 
handle it, under contract from Aust¬ 
ralia’s Department of Housing and Con¬ 
struction, which is footing the bill as 
part of the Kingston restoration program. 

Vinyl tile floors need to be laid in 
the mess room, entrances and offices; 
the remaining half of the yard needs 
to be sealed, and underground drain¬ 
age needs to be installed to keep rain¬ 
water from running into the neighbors' 
property. 

By sometime in March all sections 
of the Works Department should have 
cleared out of the Old Military Bar¬ 
racks at Kingston and be functioning 
in the new buildings. Then there will 
be an official opening ceremony. 

A contract has been let for building 
two large vehicle shelters, and they 
should be done in April. 

Works Supervisor Boony But fett says 
he thinks the whole move will be ac¬ 
complished with very little disruption 
to the department's services to the Isl¬ 
and. 

Those services are as complicated 
as they are vital. Some of the de¬ 
partment’s big responsibilities can’t be 
timetabled; they have to be handled 
immediately when the time comes. 
These include firefighting, ship un¬ 
loading, mortuary services, and main¬ 
taining electrical and phone lines. 

Because those jobs can’t be predict¬ 
ed, it’s never possible to say for sure 
exactly when the department’s longer- 
term jobs will be finished. But on the 
program for 1976 are these: 

School extensions should be com¬ 
pleted over the next six weeks. They 
include a new staff amenities room, 
including toilets, and an extension to 
the manual arts room. Also to be 
done - probably by the end of June - 


is a new bathroom at the headmaster's 
residence. 

The Hospital should have its park¬ 
ing area, and the access drive to the 
ambulance room, sealed by the end 
of this month. 

Watermill Dam, , which developed 
a fair-sized leak and had to be drained 
a few weeks ago, should be repaired 
by the end of this week, and re-filling 

■ jp . —g— - ■ ■ -- 

The year ahead... 
we take a look at 
the cost of food, 
the works program 
the supply of gas 

and other topics 

THIS ISSUE OF THE NEWS looks at 
the year ahead. 

You’ll find opinions about food 
prices, the gas shortage, the outlook 
for business people in Burnt Pine, the 
big program of building and roads 
that the Works Department has plan¬ 
ned - and a lot more. 

Some of the main events of 1976 
can’t be seen at all clearly yet. 

In a month or so we should see 
a detailed and independent summary ; 
of the Royal Commission. It is being 
prepared by Senior Counsel Cedric 
Hampson, Q„ C. to tell Sir John 
Nimmo what Mr. Hampson thinks 
the whole of the public hearings 
added up to. It will be available on 
Norfolk, and everyone here will 
have a chance to write to the Com¬ 
mission saying what he or she thinks. 

Later in the year -- September? -- 
Sir John's report should be done, and 
again Norfolk will be able to see it 
and react to it. 

We don't know who the Island’s 
new Administrator will be, or even 
whether there will be a new man in 
: the job. Canberra may think it's 
best for Norfolk to carry on as it is 
until the Royal Commission recom¬ 
mendations have been considered by 
the Government, and the Island's 
future administrative set-up has been 
decided on. 

We hope you like the issue. Happy 
New Year from all at the News. 


can start then. (Gourmet note;; there 
were eels feet long and four or five 
inches in diameter left stranded when 
the dam was drained. Acting Adminis¬ 
trator Potts Buffett took one home, 
smoked it, and said it was delicious.) 

Cascade Jetty will get a new wooden 
cargo ramp, which should be kinder 
to incoming crates of cargo than the 
present concrete surfaces, by the end 
of June. 

A new lighter being built by Peter 
Swynenberg should be completed and 
in service by the end of May. Two 
other new ones will be built later, but 
this one is desperately needed. 

Road surfacing: Selwyn Pine Rd. has 
just been sealed. Road base started go¬ 
ing onto "Windy Alley" on Friday, 
and it should be sealed by the end of 
the month. Then J. E # Rd. will be 
started, for completion about mid- 
June. Rooty Hill Rd. will be done 
after that. It hasn't been decided 
whether the existing roadway will be 
built up, or whether a new one built 
alongside it -- probably the latter. 

In either case, the puhutukawa trees 
Helen McCoy wrote the News about 
a couple of months ago won't be dam¬ 
aged. 

A 50» 000 gallon reservoir will be 
built sometime later in the year, 
probably across Rooty Hill Rd. from 
the.Queen Elizabeth Lookout. Nego¬ 
tiations are being held with the lease¬ 
holder of the land as to where it 
should go. It will be built well down 
into the ground, and will not mar the 
scenery. Its sole purpose will be pro¬ 
tection against fire in the Kingston- 
area historic buildings. A six inch 
main will run down to the rear of the 
Quality Row buildings, and a four- 
inch branch to each building. The 
reservoir will be built of concrete, 
about 35' x 25* x 10'. It will be 
filled by pumping water up the main 
from Kingston. 

The new Emily Bay road, which 
looks pretty raw and ugly at this 
stage, should present a lot better 
appearance by next summer. The 
road will be built up as soil becomes 
available, and then road-based and 
sealed. Forester Kik Quintal will 
then plant the surrounding area with 
trees that will stand salt. 

A new cottage will be built off New 
Cascade ftd. to replace the flat up 
above the Works Depot in the Old 
Military Barracks - at Australia’s ex- 

(tum to next page, please) 
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WORKS DEPARTMENT £Tm STOP WORK ORDER ISSUED ON SHOPS 


pense, like the building of the new 
Works Depot. The cottage will be 
on the radio station-library block, 
and will be housing for mainland fam¬ 
ilies employed for a term by the 
Admin. 

Restoration work at Kingston, covered 
at length in the December 30 News, 
will continue, mainly at Government 
House and Mendham's Cottage, where 
Rooty Hill Rd. meets Quality Row. 

"And that’s about it, for the mo¬ 
ment, until we know what the Coun¬ 
cil comes up with for later in the year, ” 
says Boony. 

Plans that could flow from Council 
decisions include the prospective pur¬ 
chase of land for a new Post Office 
and Customs Office off New Cascade 
Road, and the sealing of Mt. Pin Rd. 

It’s hoped the Australian Department 
of Transport may share half the cost 
of the Mt. Pitt Rd. because it's needed 
to service the aircraft beacon at the 
mountain-top. The Department can 
get up in muddy weather using four- 
wheel-drive vehicles, but they tear 
the road up. 


shops, but we’re going to have a glut 
of retail space in Burnt Pine, M he 
said. 

"We’ll be putting a proposition up 
to the Building Board and the Admini¬ 
strator, ” he added. 

Acting Administrator C. I. Buffett 
said that every application for new 
tourist flats was being looked at very 
closely. "One of the difficulties is 
to define ’domestic buildings’ or 
’private dwelling house', he said. 

"If someone adds a self-contained 
flat to their existing house, for use 
by friends and family, there is little 
we can do about it, " Mr. Buffett said. 

But he saidf that when any alterations 
are made and the space is then let as 
accommodation, a "change of use" 
has occurred -- and it is illegal to 
.make any alterations for a change in 
use without Admin approval. 

The Building Ordinance says that 
approval is required for any building 
or alteration other than private residen¬ 
tial (one to a property) or agricultural. 
It also requires approval for any partic¬ 
ular use of a building, other than pri¬ 


vate residential or agricultural use. 

If a residential or agricultural build¬ 
ing is altered for any other use, the 
alterations have to be approved. 

The Building Inspector has the 
authority to inspect any property at 
any time if he has reason to think the 
ordinance is not being followed. Pen¬ 
alties under the ordinance are up to 
$100 for every day the offense con¬ 
tinues. 

The Acting Administrator said the 
Legal Adviser has been asked, as a 
priority matter, to complete the draft¬ 
ing of the Island’s development plan¬ 
ning ordinance, which Council hopes 
to debate in the next few meetings. 

All is silence 

NO OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS 
of any kind have been received by the 
Admin since late last month, when 
Mr. Lou Engledow informed the Act¬ 
ing Administrator that Norfolk affairs 
would henceforth be handled by the 
newly-formed Department of Admini¬ 
strative Services. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL 


GUEST POLICY 


South 



hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island’s 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you’re most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
Pi easant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served'at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may sit in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; TUESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
only $5.25); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise - coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please: make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit ... you’ll want to return. 
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FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES THE YEAR ROUND 

AND PERHAPS THE PRICES WILL COM: DOWN TOO 


THE PRICE OF fresh produce could 
actually be lower this year than last 
year -- and tomatoes, lettuce and 
other vegetables could be available 
year-round, instead of just in the peak 
growing seasons. 

This real improvement in the Island’s 
standard of living is due to the efforts 
of a few commercial growers who have 
gone into business in recent years to 
meet Norfolk’s market demands. 

John Ryves was one of the pioneers 
in this recent "greening" of Norfolk, 
and his Anson Bay orchards now keep 
citrus fruit on the shop counters in 
months when oranges used to be enjoy¬ 
ed only by a lucky few. 

Dave South and Ross Wiltshier have 
both established commercial vegetable 
gardens, on a scale big enough to keep 
the shops and the hotels well supplied. 
Nobbs & Inglis have expanded their 
potato-growing operations, and Bill 
Burgess has built up a substantial com¬ 
mercial poultry farm. 

Because such entrepreneurs have put 
effort and investment into overcoming 
the problems that limit most home 
growers, they are making a real con¬ 
tribution to families who find the food 
budget stretched by inflation. 

Barring savage storms, they will 
help people on Norfolk eat better than 
ever in 1976, at realistic prices. 

According to Dave South it was only 
bad weather that pushed prices up for 
a while in 1975. 

Last summer Dave was the only 
grower able to supply tomatoes which 
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were retailed at 350 a poiind, until 
Cyclone Alison hit early in March. 

The heavy wind and rain killed the 
tomato vines, but left about 30°}c of 
the expected crop on the bush. The 
price went up to 550 a pound, allow¬ 
ing Dave to recoup some of his costs 
and stay in business, but the supply 
dwindled over the following two months, 

The day after the cyclone he re¬ 
planted, and the first of the new crop 
appeared in the markets the second 
week in June, at 550 again. 

By the end of June, as the crop 
came in, the price fell to 400 and 
then to 250. By the end of July Dave‘6 
tomatoes were retailing at 100 a 
pound in 50-pound lots -- barely 
enough to make them worth picking. 

A very wet couple of months short¬ 
ened supplies again, and the price 
rose back to 400, gradually dropping 
back to 250 in a matter of weeks. 

Dave points out that ten years ago 
when he arrived on Norfolk, tomatoes 
sold for 250 a pound - if they were 
available at all. Lettuces sold for 
250 or 350 a head, and it was unhearcj 
of to find them in the shops at Christ¬ 
mas time. They averaged about one 
pound per head. 

In Spring 1975, Dave was providing 
three-pound heads to retail at 300 
each. They are still available, though 
the price currently is 400 - 500 for a ' 

1| or two-pound head. 

The sharp increases in price reflects 
the fact that until last week’s rain, 

Dave was pumping 7000 gallons of water 
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VEG1ES NEED WATER - AND GROW¬ 
ERS LIKE DAVE SOUTH POUR IT ON 
TO KEEP THE ISLAND NOURISHED 
EVEN IF THERE’S A LONG DRY. 


a day to keep the plants irrigated. 

When produce is very short, some 
customers will buy whatever they can 
find in the shops, and not even ask the 
price. But Dave says he doesn’t think 
it’s fair to go beyond a reasonable 
amount of seasonal price variation. 
’’You’ve got to live around here, " he 
says. ”1 could probably work only six 
months of the year, and make more 
money than I do now, by charging 
what the traffic would bear -- but 
people would say, ’Look at that rogue.” 

’’I’m trying to give a fair go. Ten 
years ago Norfolk Island was always a 
place where you gave a fair go and got 
a fair go. I like things that way. ” 

Meanwhile prices of imported sup¬ 
plies keep rising. Lettuce seed has 
tripled in price in the recent past, and 
Dave shows a letter from Yates in New 
Zealand that says ’’Due to changing 
prices we are not publishing a Chemi¬ 
cal list as they are out of date almost 
before we can print them. ’* 

But he thinks that the prices of let¬ 
tuce and tomatoes should actually be 
lower this year than last year -- un¬ 
less there’s another cyclone. 

’’Ten years experience is starting 
to pay off, ” he observes. ’’I’m start¬ 
ing to get hold of it. I can have four 
crops a year now, instead of two. ” 

Another boon to growers, he says, 
is a tremendous improvement in seeds, 
which can be bought in various strains 
to resist various kinds of problems. 
’’Hybridisation is fantastic, ” he says. 

The Wiltshiers * 
pre-packed veqs 

are catching on 

YOU MAY BUY more vegetables 
pre-packaged in plastic bags during 
1976. 

Market gardeners Ross Wiltshier and 
his wife Jo put some tomatoes in plas¬ 
tic bags last November, and were 
startled by the response of shoppers. 

Sales doubled. 

Ross says vegetables don’t cost any 
more pre-packed than loose vegetables 
in most cases, and in others one or 
two cents more at most. 

Selling pre-packed vegetables is 
a much quicker, simpler and tidier 
operation for the shopkeeper, and 
this saves him time and money. 
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The consumer benefits too, Ross 
says. 

"Take the person who can't get 
in to the shops first thing," Ross said. 

"She gets what's left. If you have 
a 20 pound box of tomatoes, the 
first ones are good but the last have 
been picked over by earlier shoppers. ” 

Ross is also contract packaging for 
food retailers. 

Another development for 1976 will 
be a display rack for Foodlands simi¬ 
lar to the, one at the Milk Bar, just as 
soon as Ross finds time to build it. 

And the Wiltshiers now have two 
cool rooms in operation, with a total 
capacity of 1250 cubic feet. 

These will be useful to spread the 
supply of fresh vegetables over the 
glut period. 

"We don't want to cut prices, or 
cut any one out, " Ross explained. 

"All these guys have got to make 
a living, same as we do. " 

. The Wiltshiers arrived from New 
Zealand 3$ years ago, and started 
growing on acres. 

They now farm 10 acres. "I can't 
see us needing a bigger area next 
year, " Ross said. 

One puzzling difference between 
New Zealand and Norfolk is that Nor¬ 
folk housewives don't seem interest¬ 
ed in preserving. * 


The Wiltshiers have tried for three 
years to sell tomatoes in bulk at half 
price for bottling -- at 15 cents a pound, 
ire tead of the usual 30 cents. 

"In New Zealand we sell lots and 
lots, " Ross said. 

"But here, we sell very, very few 
for home preserving." 

Low prices don't sell produce on 
Norfolk, he added. 

The suggestion that vegetable prices 
have risen steeply disturbs Ross. 

He agrees that prices have risen, 
but not out of line with costs. 

And he believes prices are near 
their ceiling. 

"I feel the price of vegetables is 
high enough now, " Ross said. 

"Wages on Norfolk haven't gone up 
compared to the rise in the cost of 
living here." 

What rises have occurred have been 
modest enough, Ross suggests. 

Potatoes had roughly doubled in 
price since the Wiltshiers came to 
Norfolk, now retailing at about 25 
cents a pound, 

j Three years ago the price of lettuce 
was 25 cents each, rising now to 35 
cents. 

"I think lettuce should be 50 cents, " 
Ross commented. 

Other increases noted by Ross were 
tomatoes, 25 cents to 30 cents a pound; 


and cabbage, which once sold at 25 to 
35 cents, now brought 35 to 40 cents i 
each. 

Bananas haven't gone up at all, Ross ; 
said - still 20 cents a pound in the shops. 

Rising costs for the market gardener 
were the factor behind increases. 

For instance, Ross could land a bag ; 
of fertiliser a couple of years ago for 
$7. 

This was now $16 and three tons a 
year is applied to Ross' farm, 

"We should use a lot more" Ross 
admitted "but it's just getting too dear." 


Neptune’s diner 

ENTREPRENEUR RICK Swansborough 
has converted his Middlegate aquar¬ 
ium into a full-time marine restaurant, 
currently featuring Australian folk 
singer and humourist Alex Hood, 

Some months ago Rick added a 
snack restaurant area to the aquar¬ 
ium and re-named the place "Nep¬ 
tune’s Cavern". He says it has 
proved to be a far more successful 
venture than the aquarium itself, so 
he has turned the building into a 
restaurant lined with aquarium tanks 
and marine mementoes, and seating 
60. The place features steak and 
fish grills and a smorgasbord. 


LORD HOWE ISLAND ON YOUR WAY TO AUSTRALIA via PRESSURISED PROP-JET 


^FASTEST & POST FREQUENT^ 
I FLIGHTS TO AUSTRALIA I 

Flights Leave * 



SERVICE DIRECT TO BRISBANE 


MONDAY 8.30am 


THE FASTEST SERVICE TO AUSTRALIA, FOUR 
DAYS A WEEK. LAST-MINUTE BOOKINGS ARE 
SOMETIMES AVAILABLE ~ INQUIRE. 


WEDNESDAY 2pm 


LORD HOWE ISLAND IN 2 HOURS 


SATURDAY 8.30am 
SUNDAY 8.30am 


DOUBLE YOUR HOLIDAY ENJOYMENT BY SEEING 
THIS LOVELY ISLAND ON THE WAY HOME. WE 
CAN ARRANGE YOUR ACCOMMODATION THERE. 
ONWARD CONNECTIONS DIRECT TO SYDNEY, 
PORT MACQUARIE, COFFS HARBOUR OR BRISBANE. 


I ABOVE-THE-WEATHER FLYING 

I IN THE BEECH SUPER KING AIR 

I -- THE AIRCRAFT CHOSEN BY 

I THE U.S.A. FOR FLYING DIP - 
LOMATS AROUND THE WORLD. 


Norfolk Island Airlines Ltd 


CALL AT OUR OFFICE IN NORFOLK VILLAGE, BURNT PINE OR PHONE 2328 
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Welcome to Norfolk Visitors—Lift out this supplement and 
keep it with you. Info on times & places. Map of the Island. 



Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 


Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say **this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
•work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and Postage! 


Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery: everyone 
picks up his mail fro»ii the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm — on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


TOURIST 

do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChesne's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 

Traders. 

AID, info and advice 

FROM TOURIST BUREAU 

Thea Fyfe and Edith Adams provide 
an invaluable and impartial fountain 
of information, wailing wall and ✓ 
booking service at the tiny Tourist 
Bureau in Burnt Pine. They are on 
hand from 9am to noon, and from 2pm 
to 4pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
,and Friday. On Wednesday and Satur- 



TOURIST BUREAU’S MINI-OFFICE 


day the Bureau does not open in the 
afternoon, but its window is a sort of 
public notice board that visitors refer 
to at all houjs. 

See Thea or Edith to book an island 
tour, a coral reef boat trip, a fishing 
excursion, a horseback ride, a barbe- 
que, an island dinner; to hire a car, 
change a booking, make future book¬ 
ings, or buy various Norfolk publicat- 
ions. ^_______ 

Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main'shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
pperator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jesfc Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 



a complaint? a bouguet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Toptlst 
Bureau; or write the News, P. O. Boic:94. 

to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3^1*1 to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.3Qpm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn’t deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 



PA TON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) 


PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stanps, 1st Day Covers 



Back issues - variety of sets 

DeCHESNE'S STORE -Hospital Corner 

(we are also the source for back issues 
^f^hejNorfoJ^ 















©X0PYR3GHT 1975 by The Norfolk Island News 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



Norfolk Island Milk Bar 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


7.30 an to 9 


(Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 
only from 9 am to 7 pm — sorry about that.. ♦.) 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve* items 
.. . soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items... novelties... mainland newspapers?... tinopeners... candles... first aid requirements... olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies.. .games... artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late, 







Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

The Island's only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. f and 
again from 2 p.m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wine: (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bojrles, and a 
growing rang^of miniature 
bottles of|dxotic liqueurs. 

A branch oTthe bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and cc- 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

nnr*+n n * 9.3°- 1 1.3° and 2-3Mon-fcr{ 

UUv lUi • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 
Visiting 1 11-12; 2-4; 7-8.30 

As we hope visitors won’t have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News,P. QBox 94. 


Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Out 

NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Llfetlne 


That correct gentleman, 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. 
(For historians, Cook’s Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M. S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power, King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In .spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a’ 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the ” Bcunty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian’s time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did stay. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 



Visitors Welcome at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Mass on Sundays at 8. 00 am and at 
9.30 am. 

Father Des. Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND ; 

All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month). 
St. Barnabas evening prayer service 
7.30 pm Sundays. Sunday School at 
9.15 am. Rev. Colin Berriman# 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11am and 7.30pm. 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 

Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m.. 

Pastor (from mid-Jan.) Laurie Gilmore* 
























Research Makes the Difference 




ST-5066 

TUNER 



FM section : 

■ High sensitivity and minimum interference is assured with the 
use of FETs in the front end. 

■ Solid-State Filters effectively reject an adjacent channel, pro¬ 
viding good selectivity. 

■ MPX section provides good separation and is stable against tem¬ 
perature and moisture changes thanks to its completely shielded 
coil unit. 

■ High blend switch blends the high frequency components of 
the left and right signals and cancels the noise of weak and noisy 
FM stereo signals. 

AM section : 

■ The triple tuned solid state filter transformer employed in the 
AM section precisely selects and passes intermediate frequency 
only to provide high selectivity and a good S/N ratio. 

Other features : 

■ Mode switch (STEREO/MONO), FM stereo and FM-AM function 
indicators. Normal (750mV) and High (t.5V) output terminals. 
Elegant wooden cabinet 


Inquire 
afoot 
a range 
of HI-FI 
tuner- 
amplifiers 


Seven authorised Norfolk dealers are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 










C0MIN6 RISE IN THE COST (F POULTRY FEED HAY 

FORCE UP THE PRICE OF ISLAND PRODUCED EGGS 


' STEADY-AS-SHE-GOES is egg- 
producer Bill Burgess' order for 1976. 

It follows a 1975 of plans that never 
came off. 

Still, prospects for the new year 
are good, Bill feels, barring the near- 
certainty of a price increase in the 
inext couple of months. 

I There is a strong rumour that die 
mills are going to increase the cost 
of poultry feed by $12 a ton in Feb¬ 
ruary,_ 

The 2000 or so Burgess hens burn up 
half a ton of feed a day. 

"I haven't raised the price one 
penny despite two freight increases, " 
Bill said. 

"But I won't be able to absorb much 
more." 

own power 

The battery hens need a lot of 
light, so Bill generates his own elec¬ 
tricity, at a cost of about 9\ cents 
a unit - -a saving on the Electricity 
Undertaking's 11 cents a unit. 

Even the poultry manure contributes 
to cost savings, with market garden¬ 
ers tendering for the valuable fertil¬ 
iser every year. 

Even so, Bill's eggs retail at $1.20 
dozen, which is more than the price 
of eggs brought in by ship. 

With few exceptions, buyers— in¬ 
cluding the hotels and guest houses -- 
are quite happy to pay this, because 
they are getting absolutely fresh eggs, 
delivered when ordered, with no fuss 
about ship breakdowns, wharf ,r:ikes 
or re-routing. 

egg glut 

One exception showed up late last 
year when egg imports and the spring 
egg glut coincided with an increase of 
Burgess egg production, scheduled to 
meet an expected demand. 

The demand didn't eventuate, and 
in November and December Bill 
dumped 2700 dozen eggs with de¬ 
lighted pig farmers. 

OK, he decided, this year, no 
scheduled increases. Not without 
written contracts, anyway. 

Another disappointment of 1975 was 
a plan to export to Noumea and Lord 
Howe Island. 

Noumea came unstuck because of 
stiff regulations designed to protect 
local producers. 

Lord Howe seemed safe enough and 
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the demand was there. 

Bill went ahead and ordered special 
export cartons. 

Then a letter arrived from the Lord 
Howe Administrator. 

Sorry, they could not buy eggs 
from Norfolk after all. They weren't 
allowed to import from a foreign 
country... 

protection 

Bill reckoned the lesson to be learn¬ 
ed from these experiences was that 
Norfolk should protect its egg pro¬ 
ducers too. 

The Primary Producers Board 
thought it was a good idea. 

But the proposal was knocked back-- 
the reason: there is no administrative 
power to restrict imports. 

"This is just not so, " said Bill. "1 
can remember potatoes and onions 
coming under import controls to 
protect local farmers." 

So for 1976, Bill will hold pro¬ 
duction back to a steady 90 dozen 
eggs a day. 

One thing he would like to see in 
1976 (but doubts if he will) would be 
some organisation formed to co-ordin¬ 
ate marketing. 

Regularly, Bill says, people come 
to him and ask; How do you sell your 
eggs? We can't sell ours. 

The answer is continuity of supply, 
which you don’t get from free-run¬ 
ning birds. 

Most birds lay one or two clutches 
a year, and that's that. 

So Bill mulled this over and de¬ 
cided to offer to buy all good eggs 
from local producers and do the mar¬ 
keting himself, like a simplified co¬ 
operative scheme. 

Alas, there were no takers. 'But I' 
don't want to do that, * was the in¬ 
evitable answer. 

"I want to stress this point" Bill 
said, "that I don't want them think¬ 
ing I've come here to cheat them out 
of their livelihood." 

started 1966 

The Burgesses started egg-producing 
in 1966. 

Since then they have experimented 
with poultry meat, but without success. 

Broilers cost $1 each to clean, using 
local labor, putting them out of com¬ 
petition with imported birds. 

All the same, the battery birds are 

12 January 1976 


good buying when Bill sells them off 
at 75 cents each ("on the hoof") after 
they pass their laying peak. 

"Some families buy 30 at a time" 
Bill said. "They dress and put them 
in the deep freeze. " 

He replaces 100 layers a month. 
"They're wonderfully fat birds, " 
he added. 

The Burgesses went in for ducklings 
too but again cleaning was expensive. 

"I even went in for capons at one 
time" Bill said. "They develop into 
a big bird -- and I found there was no 
market for them." 

People on Norfolk don't like big 
fowls, he discovered. 

Just how much longer hie Burgesses 
will stay in eggs is not certain. 

Last year a man appeared and an¬ 
nounced he wanted to buy the set-up; 
lock, stock and barrel. 

Bill built himself a n$w house across 
the valley - and the deal fell through. 

So this year the Burgesses are going 
to take it quietly, looking after es¬ 
tablished customers, and seeing what 
comes up. 

Island tamers 
need expert 
assistance 

MILK MAY MAINTAIN a stable 
price in 1976. 

That's the opinion of Esme and 
Trevor Tavener, who run a leading 
Norfolk dairy. 

Two inches of rain early in January 
is a good start and has made a big 
difference, they say. 

All the same, dairying is not yet 
Utopia on Norfolk. 

The Taveners believe the Island 
badly needs expert advice in various 
farming activities. 

For instance, right now they would 
like to discuss vitamin supplements 
for cattle with an authoritative source. 

Also oh their mind is fodder and 
control of the depredations of the 
grubs that annihilate so much of it 
about this time of year. v 

"All you can do at present is sit 
down with books and try to turn youf^ 
self into a bush lawyer, " Esme said. 

'You try by trial and error to find 
the right answers -- and that takes 
too long." 

The Taveners strongly support the 
setting up of a quarantine station on 
Norfolk, believing the staff would 
provide Norfolk farmers with the an¬ 
swers they have been seeking for gen¬ 
erations. 

The veterinarians on the station 
would be invaluable in helping care 
for animals. 
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NEXT SHIPS SHOULD END NORFOLK GAS FAMINE, 


AND THERE ARE NO PRICE 

THE SHORTAGE of bottled gas on 
Norfolk should come to an end over 
the next two weeks. 

And, according to Howard Pitcher, 
whose Norfolk Island Gas and Techni¬ 
cal Service is now the only supplier 
on the Island, there is no sign of any 
impending price increase from Shell. 

Further increases in ocean freight 
rates would have to be added to the 
local cost of cylinders of gas, how¬ 
ever - - and freight accounts for over 
half of the current delivered price 
for a 100-pound cylinder. 

The Port de France, due at Norfolk 
today, should be carrying 360 cylin¬ 
ders of gas, and there should be a 
further substantial shipment on the lie 
de Lumiere, due later this month. 

164 more 

Taken together, the two shipments 
will put an additional 164 cylinders 
into the Norfolk gas supply system. 

"Recurring shortages have gone on 
longer than people's patience, " Howard 
told the News last week. “I wrote to 
Shell saying I felt they had to make 
arrangements for shipping irregularities, 
and they've come to the party." 

Howard said that to his knowledge, 
no one on the Island was actually 
without gas, but he has been unable to 
supply full cylinders to customers for 
some weeks. Down to the last two 
cylinders, he has been decanting ten- 
pound lots of gas from them to tide 
people over for the time being. 

(Meg Pitcher chimed into the inter¬ 
view at that point, saying "We are 
the first to run out. If we have any, 
the customers get it. ") 

’frustrating* 

"It's pretty frustrating if you're in 
business to supply a commodity, and 
people want it and need it, and you 
have to turn them down, " Howard says. 
"That's not very good business, is it? 
Everybody rushes around and buys an 
electric frying pan." 

The year-end shortage came from 
a combination of events. 

Last winter the tourist trade scarce¬ 
ly slowed down. Usually there have 
been slack periods, when gas supply 
could get comfortably ahead of imme¬ 
diate demand, but in 1976 Howard's 
experience was that most places kept 
going full bore, and demanded a con¬ 
stant supply of gas. 
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INCREASES IN SIGHT 

Later in the year supplies from the 
only competitive dealer on.the Island 
dwindled, and its customers began 
turning to NIG&TS for gas. 

Supplies were starting to get thin 
all over the Island when the last voy¬ 
age of the lie de Lumiere arrived -- 
with a big gas consignment left on 
the wharves in Australia. 

not simple 

Residents ask why NIG&TS doesn't 
invest in a larger supply of cylinders 
in order to meet heavy demand periods. 
Howard says the situation isn't that 
simple: 

. - The cylinders are owned by the 
oil company. All Australian com¬ 
panies have been under severe pressure 
the past year to keep their new capi¬ 
tal spending to the lowest possible 
level, because money is extremely 
short. To bring it to specifics, this 
means that when John Murphy, man¬ 
ager of the Mortlake Refihery (where 
Norfolk bottled gas comes from) re¬ 
quests approval to buy new cylinders 
at $60 each, he probably is allowed 
to buy only enough to replace one 
that has had to be scrapped. 

own pool 

- Norfolk has its own pool of about 
1500 cylinders, in which Shell has in¬ 
vested about $90, 000. There are no 
Stocks on hand at Mortlake. An empty 
cylinder is picked up from a Norfolk 
home, shipped by sea to Mortlake, 
filled almost immediately, and shipped 
back to Norfolk Island. 

a - Frequency and regularity of shipping 
are what determines whether the Island 
has an adequate supply of cylinders. At 
any one time there are perhaps 200 
cylindersjn transit. If there are 20 
$hip arrivals in a year, that means the 
Island could get-4000 cylinders of gas 
in the year. If there are ten ship arri¬ 
vals, the Island gets only 2000 full cyl¬ 
inders in die year. 

- To keep its costs down, in order to 
sell at competitive prices and still earn 
& profit, the oil company orders its re¬ 
fineries and depots to get by on the 
minimum investment that is necessary 
to provide an acceptable level of ser¬ 
vice. When a Norfolk shipment misses 
the boat, what is normally a "reason¬ 
able" supply of cylinders for the Island 
becomes inadequate. , 

‘ - Norfolk isn't big enough to war¬ 

12 January 1976 


rant a bulk storage and decanting sta¬ 
tion, which could be filled up by a 
tanker once a year. With a population 
of 10, 000 people, such a station is a 
practical proposition, but Norfolk will 
probably have to rely on cylinders, 
and accept their heavy back-and** 
forth freight costs, for the indefinite 
future, 

t And from time to time there will 
probably be periods of short supply. 

"It bugs me, " Howard says. "Out¬ 
wardly, when you're not providing 
the service people expect, you seem 
terribly inefficient. My job is easier 
if I can supply on demand, instead of 
having peaks and hollows. 

"It's a pretty nice kind of work, 
when you can give people what they 
want, and go stooging around out to 
Anson Bay or Collins Head. " 

He is reluctant to divulge exact 
figures, but says the business is far 
from a gold mine. "I’m not grizzling 
about our return, " he says, "but it's 
not out of this world. There are other 
people doing a lot better out of the 
same outlay." 

(A 'guesstimate' by the News is as 
follows: to Shell for gas, $9, and for 
cylinder replacement and return on in¬ 
vestment, $6; shipping cost including 
cartage at both ends and lighterage at 
Norfolk - all twice, for the return trip, 
$25; leaving N.I # Gas & Tech perhaps an 
average of about $4 a bottle for de¬ 
livering and connecting, running the 
business, covering bad debts (Howard 
says "people shoot through with monot¬ 
onous regularity") and financing the 
operation, almost all of which is sales 
on credit.) 


Electronics Club 

THE ELECTRONICS and Hobbies 
Club, which was most successfully 
launched last year, starts its educa¬ 
tional sessions again on Wednesday 
January 21st in the school science 
room. 

Marty Griffin, the mentor of the 
group, has developed a new and im¬ 
proved introductory course of about 
twenty lessons, based on an Electron¬ 
ics Australia publication. 

Anyone is welcome to join the 
group. Fees are only $5 for adults 
and $2. 50 for Upper Primary and old¬ 
er school youngsters -- plus $3 for 
the book, and some expenses in buy¬ 
ing a few small tools and some sup¬ 
plies. Several women were in the 
1975 group and liked it. 

Marty can provide full information, 
but you should sign up by January 
28th at the latest. Ring him at the 
OTC (2012) or at home (2061). 
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flights depart 
11.45am 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Friday 

Saturday 

to AUCKLAND 

where connecting 
flights are 
available 
to other N.Z. 
destinations 

and 

dally DC10 flights 
to Los Angeles 
with connections 
to London 

consult 

Bums 

Phi Ip 

Travel 
at Burnt Pine 

gairnewuaiano 


Attention Builders 

Tenders are called for extensions to 
theN.I. Bowling Club House, Plans 
and full particulars can be obtained 
from the Secretary Eric hunter Box 
391 or phone 2089. 

Tenders to be submitted in writing 
close on 18th January, 1976. 

Lowest Tender not necessarily accepted. 

Positions open 
at Myee Limited 

Myee Limited requires tor perman¬ 
ent senior appointment two top¬ 
flight secretaries. In both these posi¬ 
tions a flair for independent motiva¬ 
tion so as to work without supervision 
is essential. 

The first appointment is as a secre¬ 
tary to Mr. N. H. McIntyre. Appli¬ 
cants for this position should have had 
experience as a legal secretary in a 
senior position, although the legal 
secretarial duties will be more towards 
finance and company matters. 

The second appointment is as a sec¬ 
retary to Mr. W.J. Lackey. Appli¬ 
cants for this position shoul'd have had 
experience as a responsible secretary 
in an accountant's practice or in a 
law firm specialising in company and 
tax matters. 

Both these appointments require per¬ 
sons with ability above the average. 

It is expected that an appointment 
will also be made as a book-keeping 
machinist/typist. Applicants for this 
position should also have general know¬ 
ledge of book-keeping and profession¬ 
al office procedures. 

McIntyres, solicitors, wish to appoint 
a further stenographer. Applicants 
should be competent in their field and 
also be interested in' general office 
procedures. 

Applications for all positions should 
be in writing addressed to C/- P.O. 

Box 92, Norfolk Island and include full 
details of qualifications and experience. 



Published Monday morning at the 
News Office, Collins Head Rd. 

P.O. Box 94, Norfolk Island 2899, 
South Pacific. 

Proprietor and editor, Ed Howard. 
Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 12 January 1976 


The liveliest and 
most enjoyable night 
on Norfolk 

— at a bargain 
price! 

Famous Australian 
folksinger and 
humourist 

ALEX 

HOOD 

entertains every 
night but Fridays 
at the Island 1 s 
only aquarium - 
restaurant 


N E F T U N E ! $ 


CAVERN 
at Middlegate 


FINE FOOD AND GOOD 
ENTERTAINMENT WITH 
THE MARINE LIFE OF 
NORFOLK ISLAND ALL 
AROUND YOU 


Steak and fish grill 
and smorgasbord from 
7,30 pm - we are 
open to take bookings 
from 2 pm. 
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ISLAND'S BUSINESSMEN 
(AND WOMEN) THINK *76 
WILL BE A 6000 YEAR 

A GOOD BUSINESS year -- that’s 
how most Burnt Pine merchants see 
1976. Here's what some of them told 
the News: 

Roger Newman, manager of the new¬ 
ly-renamed International Duty Free: 
"Our new name will be helping us. 
Tourists used to assume we had only 
sporting goods, and they would call 
in on their last day and be astonished 
by the range we carry. 

"While the outlook for small port¬ 
able radios and cassettes is not very 
bright at all - they will be selling for 
under $30 in Sydney we still have 
the New Zealand market and it is grow¬ 
ing. It's not far off 50-50 now. 

"One of the critical factors is 
accommodation. We ought to have 
a community-owned hotel, with full 
facilities, to cope with larger num¬ 
bers of tourists. Both Qantas and Air 
New Zealand are willing to fly more 
planes, but people can't get accom¬ 
modation. " 

Bernie Christian-Bailey, proprietor 
of Fletcher Christian Apartments: 

"As far as my place goes, 1976 should 
be every bit as good if not better than 
1975. We have nothing much in the 
way of vacancies until next June. If 
we are any indicator, business can 
expect another bumper year. " 

Keith and Judy Jarvis, proprietors 
of The Milk Bar; "Things will probab¬ 
ly go along steadily. With a change 
of government in Australia and New 
Zealand, we must look forward to 
bigger and better things. Money is 
still going to be tight in Australia, 
but if 1975 didn't stop Australians 
coming to Norfolk, hardly anything 
will." 

Frank Capper, shoe store propiietor: 
"The only thing we can hope is that 
with a stable government, things will 
keep improving. We see a tendency 
for people to buy quality rather than 
cheap stuff, even though prices seem 
high. Most quality manufacturers 
are saying they regret they have to 
charge more - but they are still pro¬ 
ducing a quality product. We have 
to get used to higher prices - people 
are getting high wages, and can 
afford them. In New Zealand, for 
example, you pay $1.23 for petrol, 
or you don’t get petrol." 
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Thel ma Reynolds, proprietress of 
Max 7 *: "This will be as good a year 
as any other -- better, because of 
changes of government in New Zeal¬ 
and and Australia, if you want to look 
on the bright side. Nobody would be 
pessimistic, would they?" 

Jack Riohardson, manager of Prouds: 

"The outlook is very bright. Tour¬ 
ists seem to be coming over with 
fairly good money with them. The 
main issue hangs on the decisions, 
not of the Royal Commission, but of 
the Government, and whether they’ll 
tax us. 

"Trading so far in the new year is 
excellent, though there have only 
been two weeks of it." 

Wynn Percival, proprietor of Paris 
Boutique: "We feel quite confident 
in the particular lines we have. I’d 
say this confidence is mainly engender¬ 
ed by the recent political changes, and 
the prospects for Norfolk Island now. 

"Accommodation is improving. We 
want better accommodation, and more 
of it. 

"My intention with our new shop is 
to try to set an example - make the 
place more attractive to the tourist. 

All of the shop keepers in Norfolk 
Village have been canvassed, and 
they are all keen to landscape and 
plant new trees and shrubs. The first 
step is to fence the cows out, of course. 

"1976 should be a progression from 
1975 - as good as, if not better than, 
1975. " 

One note of caution was sounded by 
Bruce Cree , who built up The Milk 
Bar to a leading Island business: "Wages 
will probably have to be increased 
quite a bit. People are realising it 
costs them more to live, and employ¬ 
ers better recognise this," 

Phil Page , president of the Tourist 
Board: "The outlook for business on 
Norfolk depends to a certain extent on 
the economy in Australia and New 
Zealand. It would appear both could 
well improve in 1976. As Norfolk 
more than maintained its share of 
tourist trade during the bleak past 12 
to 18 months, I can’t honestly see any 
reason why business shouldn't increase 
this year." 

Commenting on the prospects for 
Norfolk Island Airlines, of which he is 
a director, Phil said "1975 was up to 
or exceeding expectations, and 1976 
looks even better. ” 

Despite a general feeling of con¬ 
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fidence that it will be a good trading 
year, tight immigration controls are 
continuing to make it difficult for 
proprietors to sell a business - or for 
owners of commercial properties to 
find new tenants. About 11 shops are 
without tenants at the moment, and 
several others are wearing "Business 
for Sale" sig ns. 

JAN SEMPLE RONS URE L. 

KEVIN HOOPER, who was manager 
of Ure Lynam & Co., the Island’s 
only two-telephone accounting firm, 
has left Norfolk for a posting on the 
mainland. The Norfolk Office is , 
being managed by Mrs. Jan Semple* 


OVER A TONNE IN 0C*S 

WITH NINE Qantas flights a week, 
Australian air cargo has been flowing 
into the Island rapidly and in large 
quantities, agents Burns Philp & Co. 
report. 

In the week to Saturday, the DC-4s 
brought in 1412 Kg from Sydney. 

F-27s from Auckland carried only 
536 Kg in the week. 

An additional flight postponement 
from Auckland Saturday is expected 
to compound the difficulties some 
merchants have been having in get¬ 
ting New Zealand shipments flown in. 

Govt Gztte Digst 

No. 1 8/1/76 

COUNCIL meets 14/1. General busi¬ 
ness: Nat’l Comp. Bill; Business 
names regulation; board members 
for proposed correctional service; 
vet and quarantine service on NI; 
East-West Airlines Roy. Com'n sub¬ 
mission*, new administrative arrange¬ 
ments; name for Mt. Pitt park; draft 
instructions for new ordinances. 
VEHICLE INSPECTOR: Garth Menzies 
aptd. 

TRAINEE CLERK; Jeanette Buffett apptd, 
PETTY SESSIONS sits 13/1,lOam 
TO BE STRUCK OFF : Belvedere Ltd. 
and Tims Holdings Ltd. 

STRUCK OFF: Matthew Holdings, 

Harris Holdings, Atters (all Ltd.) 

TO BE WOUND UP: Mini Jets Int’l, 

Glen, Maleigh, Norlee, Lemal, 

Coonan, Dimbok Investments (all Ltd.); 
Tamoo, Teenol and Wallum (all 
Investments Ltd.) 

PROBATE OF WILL of Percy William 
Quintal to be granted to D. B.-Lusk, 
sole executor; creditors claims to him. 
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Mighty worker with forward control 
design allows maximum visibility and 
small turning circle for easy 
parking, tight manoeuvrability. 

An amazing 94 cub.feet of 
load space. Economy plus. 

And talk about handy! The 
large side-opening sliding 
door with its low loading 
height plus easy access, 
lift-up rear door, lets you 
load with a minimum of 
effort. Four-wheel independent 
suspension too. 



THE V2 TON 


Mazda sedan type cab comfort, with 
the emphasis on economy. A hard 
working pick-up that's great to drive n 
— nippy, spirited, comfortable. a 

Why spend more? 

THE BIG TON 

Here's power, re I ia b i I ity 
and performance. 

Here’s 94 BHP from 
Mazda’s big 1600 CC 
overhead cam engine 
in your choice of cab * 
and chassis, ute, tray or"" 
container van. All-synchro 
4-speed gearbox, massive box ^ 
section frame. Cab and chassis' 

* 3-speed heater de-mister standard 
on all three vehicles. 




DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 

P.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK ISLAND * SOUTH PACIFIC • 28W 















SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day on 
Wed-Thurs-Sat-Sun 





Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island ‘ s most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND# 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 


A T 


BAR 


IaOIO NORFOLK — Jan 12-18 

ur>i M mm _ ~ frequency, io/u rvru 

MEkB: Mon-frl 7.30 World 4 Local: 8.30 Wbrld & 
Local: 10. Local: 12. Local: 1. World S Local 


VL-2-NI 
1570 KHZ. 


MONDAY 

I. 00 Music (Toon) 

§.15 Music Round- 

, about (David) 

10. 00 Local News 
TO. 05 Peru la Part 12 

10.45 Mom. serial 

II. 00 Morning Concert 

11. 30 Guest of Honour 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Pop Spectacular 
j. 00 News Radio Aust. 

TUESDAY 

7. 60 Music (Paul) 

9.15 My Word (Beryl) 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11.15 Great'Romances 
12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Sports Magazine 
12.20 All That Jazz 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Roger) 

9.15 Arts Magazine 
9.30 Melody Time (Pat) 
10. 00 Local News 

10.05 Battle Inspector West 

10.45 Morning Serial 


10. 00 Requests 
12. 00 News 
10. 00 News 

Evening (Sylvia) 

6. 00 Pick of the Week 

6. 05 Goons 

6.40 World of Books 
Bookworm Re¬ 
porting 

7. 00 Battle for Inspec¬ 

tor West 

7.45 ABC Scope 
8.30 The Great 

Romances 

9. 00 Close 

THURSDAY 

7. 00 Music ( Toon c 

9.15 Scope (Sylvia) 

10. 00 News 

10. 05 Where Arlgels Fear 
to Tread 

10. 45 Hospital Prog. 

Morning Serial 
12„ GO Local News 
12. 05 Intern’ 1 Call 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Music (Beryl) 

10. 00 Local News 


1C. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert 

11. 30 Insight 

12. 00 News 

12. 05 Music & Songs of 
Another Country 

1.15 Church of England 
SATURDAY 

10. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

10, 30 Star Interview 
}k °° Top Of the Pops 
l 2 ,- 00 Local News 
• 12. 05 Requests 

1. 00 World News 
SUNDAY 

3. 00 Music (David) 

5. 00 Paul 

5. 30 World News 

6.45 Story Time (Ivan) 

7. 00 Story for Older 

Children 

7.15 Singers of Renown 

8. 00 Rameau & French 

Opera 

8.15 Play: Hedda Gabler by 

Ibsen 

9.15 Music 



THE MILK 
Ferny Lane 
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, SIC TRANSIT GLORIA MUNDI. 

"It (the harpsichord) ended its days 
miserably, transformed into desks, 
dressing tables or linen-chests; or 
thanks to the paintings of Boucher, 
Teniers or Van Loo that decorated the 
. lid, it was relegated to gathering dust 
in museums, subject to the scorn of 
gapers who understood nothing of its 
elegance, nobility and splendour" 
(Wanda Landowska). 

My Urtext of Bach's Klavierubung 
(Keyboard Practice) Parts 2-4 is deep- 
» ly wrinkled and impregnated with 
'fine red dust, a result of close study 
and frequent journeys across the un¬ 
sealed road to St. Barnabas Chapel 
during the summer heat. My main 
concern then was with the central 
section, the so-cal led 'Organ Mass’ 
and the Four Duets. The difficulty 
of the remainder had, until recently, 

I preserved the pages from wear and 
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the flourishing pencil (a velvet cover¬ 
ed Venetian affair which facilitates 

my far from instinctive fingering). As 
is often the case, a recently released 
recording inspired me to renew the 
involved process of exploring "Part 
Two of the Klavier Exercises, con¬ 
sisting of a Concerto after the Ital¬ 
ian taste, and an Overture in the 
French manner, for a harpsichord 
with two manuals. Composed for 
music-lovers, to delight their spirit, 
by J.S. Bach. " The orchestral style 
of Italy (particularly Vivaldi) and 
France (predominantly Lully) is ap¬ 
plied to the harpsichord in a highly 
personal manner. 

1 have mentioned in a previous note, 
in connection with Domenico Scar¬ 
latti, a truly remarkable recording 
combination - Gustav Leonhardt and 
theSkowroneck harpsichord (a mod¬ 
ern copy of an original hy Duelcken, 
Antwerp, 1745 - even the silent brass 
hinges are hand fashioned in this ab¬ 
solute instrumental re-creation). 

The full incisive tone and ambiguously 
restrained passion of interpretation per¬ 
fectly matches the music’s character. 

A refined elation and delight in subtle 
emotion distinguishes this performance. 
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A VERY QUIET New Year’s Eve 
heralded in 1976. Many people went 
along to Rawson Hall to enjoy a very 
tasty barbecue tea and then dance 
afterwards to the music of a young 
group. Some of the faces I recognized 
in the band were Kim Davies, Wayne 
Irvine and Robin Smith on the drums. 
Culla Graham and Gustin Adams had 
or ganized the evening whilst mem¬ 
bers of the Blues Football Club were 
kept busy running the bar. About 
quarter to 12 people came from every¬ 
where to welcome in the new year 
and after midnight the dance floor 
really came alive. 

however, outside all was peace 
and quiet. Could this indicate the 
general trend throughout 197o? I 
doubt it. One can always rely here 
on Norfolk on the clubs and organi¬ 
sations to provide a lively scene of 
entertainment. Already fund-raising 
activities have commenced. Two 
barbecues on Saturday 10th - one at 
the Bowling Club followed by a dance, 
and an old-fashioned Fish Fry at the 
Golf Club. The first of two fashion 
parades was to have been held on 
Saturday afternoon at Branka House. 
However, due to the weather, the 
Young Wives & Mothers Club organis¬ 
ing the event, decided to postpone 
the parade. The second fashion dis¬ 
play will be held on Wednesday even¬ 
ing, 13th January, at the South Pacif¬ 
ic Hotel in aid of the School Tour 
Fund. 

As I sit here writing this morning 
the sun is trying very hard to break 
through the mist which has shrouded 
the Island since Monday. It has 
brought with it very welcome rain 
to make the locals happy but has been 
disappointing for the tourists. Be¬ 
lieve Monday’s passengers to New 
Zealand finally left on Thursday after¬ 
noon l 

Guess other households, bulging at 
the seams with visitors have had simi¬ 
lar problems with getting their wash¬ 
ing dry. Our largest bedroom looked 
like a Chinese laundry with clothes 
draped everywhere, doors and win¬ 
dows closed tight and the kerosene 
heater on full. Today I think clothes¬ 
lines all over the Island will be filled 
with clothes flapping inr the sun and „ 
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pleasant breeze. The sun certainly 
lifts one’s spirits, doesn’t it? 

I wonder whether people still make 
New Year resolutions and if so how 
many carry them out. My New Year 
resolution is to make the most of 
every day, otherwise, as it seemed 
in 1975, the end of the year has ar ¬ 
rived before we realize, how about 
it? Why not make it a year in which 
we do all those things we’ve always 
intended to do but have just not got 
around to doing. 

OLWEN FORTUNE arrived on Nor¬ 
folk in 192 9. She remembers the Bay, 
now known as Anson Bay circled with 
stately pines and a road wide enough 
to take a car winding down to the 
beach. She recalls one night in part¬ 
icular when there was a fall of 20” 
of rain. She was working for the 
manager of the Cable Station and his 
wife and on her way to work the follow¬ 
ing morning she discovered there had 
been a terrible landslide and the cable 
hut just above the beach had been 
washed away and so had half the cliff. 
During the day a team of men was 
hard at work felling the remaining 
trees to prevent another landslide. 

After work she went over to the site 
and started to walk down a path the 
men had made when she was called 
back, reaching the top just as an aval¬ 
anche of five trees slid straight to the 
beach narrowly missing the men work¬ 
ing below. 

Norfolk was out of touch with the 
world until one cable was mended and 
the cable ship, The Iris (later renamed 
The Recorder) was contacted. 

Olwen has given us her recipe for 
Welsh Bakecakes which sound delicious. 

2 C S. R. flour 

pinch salt 

3 oz. butter 

3 T sugar 

i C currants 

1 egg and milk to mix 

lard for greasing 

Sieve the flour and salt into a mixing 
bowl. Add the butter and rub in the 
flour. Add sugar and currants, beat¬ 
en egg and milk to make a stiff dough. 
Turn onto floured board and roll out 
to \ inch thick. Cut out and cook on 
hot griddle ’till brown. 

12 January 1 97 6 



CALADIUMS are making a lovely 
show at present, and mine are much 
admired by visitors, so that has prompt 
ed me to. deal with a few tubers and 
bulbs - they are worthwhile subjects 
for indoors this time of the year. 

Caladiums are tropical tubers but 
do very well here, so long as they 
have a moist cool root run. The arrow 
head shaped leaves come in a variety 
of pastel colours, including combina¬ 
tions of white, pink,.. green, some 
transparent; the flower is a small lily, 
mostly in same colouring as leaves of 
the plant. For a short season these 
tubers are dormant, so when the leaves 
die down, reduce water, until all 
leaves are dead when do not water at 
all. Store in a cool place until they 
send up first shoots. During season 
fish tablets or similar manure is bene¬ 
ficial. When potting use a rich leaf 
mould with well rotted manure,* old 
horse manure very good. 

Cyclamen is another plant with 
attractive foliage plus an abundance 
of flowers over a long period. They 
do grow quite well on N. I., with 
little care. Plant tubers in rich 
porous mixture setting the tuber so 
that the upper half is about the soil. 
Water well during flowering season 
but treat the same as Caladiums when 
dormant. If you look into the heart 
of a cyclamen tuber, you will see 
masses of buds; nearly all of these 
will grow into flowers. Set pots in 
coolest position you have, facing 
south for preference. 

Gloxinias also do well on N. I. and 
are truly a show, with such a wide 
range of colours from soft orchid pink 
and purest white through to deep 
purple. Some blooms reach 4-5 ins. 
in width, while the foliage is velvety 
and heavily veined. I have grown 
these from seed with not much trouble. 

Always water Gloxinias from the 
bottom. 

The ideal mixture is made up of 
peat moss, leaf mould, shredded bark 
or punga, and some charcoal but no 
soil . It only takes about 10 days to 
germinate seed. Once established, 
you can propagate by cuttings or leaf. 
Place leaf 7lat on moist planter mix, 
after cutting veins, similar to Rex 
Begonia. 
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SENDER; 


The NEWS from NORFOLK ISLAND 


STAMPS HERE 

To Australia £0# 

To New Zealand 40# 


TO: 




-SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE- 


As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



la 
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■.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE. 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address pane 
3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted 
• 4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 













